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Five hundred anxious children stood before two tables of supplies ready for the 

backpack giveaway sponsored by Support for the Kids, a non-profit organization 

providing underprivileged kids with tutoring, school supplies, and cultural events. As I 

handed the first child her package, I noticed the girlʼs tiny brown eyes, glorious with 

excitement.  Her precious hand tugged at my durable jeans that I had comfortably 

slipped on that morning, and as I bent down, she grasped my arms: “This is my first 

backpack; I have wanted one all year.”  I touched her hand, and my eyes began to tear, 

for school was over in one month, and she was just receiving this necessity.  I watched 

her eyes gleam, as she pulled out two number-two pencils from her new backpack and 

gently placed them into her oversized jeans, held up by a piece of string.  I looked 

around at other childrenʼs jeans.  One studentʼs pair ended right above her ankles.  As 

my eyes lifted, I found myself staring at anotherʼs bare skin peering out from sizeable 

holes.  A boyʼs jeans were so tight that the brass buttons left an imprint on his skin.  Not 

one student had the proper fit, and I thought back to that morning, when I had slipped 

on my perfect pair. 

As I watched the children climb up the bus, embracing their new backpacks, I 

began thinking about a way to obtain proper clothing for them.  That afternoon, I asked 

the Founder of Support for the Kids if I could set up a Youth Council to help with 

additional needs. As soon as she suggested forming the group and leading it as 

President, I gathered teens from various schools in the community, went to a 

symposium to recruit additional help, and set up the bylaws that govern the 

responsibilities.  This past year, my idea of a jean drive came to fruition. We placed 

boxes around the community, went door to door collecting donations of slightly used 

jeans, and raised awareness.  Our drive quickly gained momentum, and in several 

weeks, we collected 3,000 pairs, which far surpassed our original goal but was only 



enough to be handed out at two elementary schools.  As I conducted more research, I 

found that tens of thousands of children are without adequate school clothing, which is 

critical for protection, comfort, and self-esteem.  Thinking of how to turn thousands of 

pairs into millions, I joined the Fashion Board at Nordstrom and am currently working 

with the manager of all the branches to sponsor a jean drive, where shoppers donate 

their used jeans to receive a discount on a new pair. 

When I put on my jeans that morning, I could not have anticipated their impact 

on the lives of thousands.  Recognizing that the children lacked basic clothing, I created 

an idea that involved the kids in need, the surrounding communities, and now a 

corporation.  I take pride in my ability to notice other othersʼ unspoken dreams.  I fulfill 

my own goals when I see a problem, gather the resources, and watch a concept 

transform into tangible results.  My greatest achievement is leading others through 

active involvement and encouraging communities to be the mediums of change. 

 


